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This study examines how wives’ relative resources and other factors affect
husbands’ participation in housework and couples’ decision-making regarding family finances among
double-income couples whose youngest child is middle school age or older. A secondary data analysis
and a questionnaire survey through the internet were conducted in 2019-2023. Structural equation
modeling yielded three major results. The results show that, firstly, wives’ regular employment,
longer service years, lower traditional gender ideologies and lower husbands income increase wives

relative resources. Furthermore, wives’ relative resources increase husbands’ division of
housework. Secondly, however dual-earner wives earn much money, they maintain gender role as
traditional wives by controlling a low share of family finances. Third, this study also examined
whether wives’ income as wives’ power and wives’ gender ideology effect marital decision-making
about family finances and marital satisfaction.
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