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The main aim of this research programme was to clarify the conception of
human beings as natural creatures in a normative environment. Drawing mainly on the work of John
McDowell and David Bakhurst, this programme also aimed to develop a critique of the prevalent,
natural-scientific understanding of human beings as natural animals. The results from this four-year

project are the following: 1) that a proper appreciation of the notion of second nature allows us
not to separate human nature from our animal nature. thereby making it possible to bring the issue
of human nature (again) within the scope of the philosophical study of education, and 2) that a
McDowel lian-Bakhurstian view of our natural life-form enables us to see that the rational-conceptual
capacities that can be deliberatively exercised with explicit self-consciousness are also operative
when one does not exercise the ability to step back or when one engages in activities where nothing
is discursively explicit.

John McDowell David Bakhurst
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(1) ‘The pervasiveness of the rational-conceptual: an educational-philosophical perspective on nature,
world and “sustainable development™. (2021) Ethics and Education, 16(3), 289—-306.
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