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This is a study that aiming at demonstrating how the forced reloction of
Japanese immigrants (Japanese-Americans) in the pre-war period, which marked the end of their
transnational educational history, and the experience of war overseas, have had a transnational
impact on Japan®s post-war educational and Christian (Buddhist) history. As a research outcome, the
study demonstrated the limitations of the "civilizational struggle" model that is prominently
observed in previous research on the role of religion in the post-war reconstruction period.
Particularly, the study revealed that there is a perspective that regards post-war Japan as an
experimental field to achieve "freedom™ "democragcy" beyond the "American style" in the attitude of

American Protestants towards post-war reconstruction. This perspective is also observed in the
Buddhist community.
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