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The purpose of this study was to empirically clarify the characteristics and
effects of the International Baccalaureate (IB) in Japan, focusing on the Primary Years Programme
(PYP). In particular, we compared the attitudes and abilities of students in public elementary
schools with those of students in public elementary schools to determine which attitudes and
abilities are fostered by the characteristics of the cross-curricular inquiry courses, PYP
curriculum, and other features of the program. The study also clarified for which types of students
inquiry-based activities are effective. The results of the study showed, among other things, that
relatively speaking, social and emotional skills were higher in PYP schools than in public schools.
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