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This study provides a general clarification of the nature of the debates
surrounding the issue of secondary school admission difficulties in Japan in the 1920s. In
particular, it clarified how the fairness of selection was regarded in the debate over the entrance
examination, focusing on the view of ability as the premise and basis for each argument. Through
this, we have elucidated the framework of the problematic system of "fairness in selection” that
runs through modern Japanese society. Three elements were related to this: the view of ability in
terms of secondary school entrance qualifications, the perception of the variability of ability, and

the perception of the technical limitations of artificial selection.
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