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Childcare support and communitﬁ_development in a public indoor, all-weather
playground where parents and children can comfortably gather.
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The target of this study is indoor playgrounds (with an area of 100 m2 or
more) set up by local governments to support child rearing. They are generally familiar as
all-weather playgrounds for children. They have been increasing in Japan, with approximately 110
facilities as of 2023. A survey of 100 facilities in 82 municipalities conducted in 2020 revealed a
trend toward increasing play opportunities by providing a variety of playground equipment,
encouraging interaction, and promoting children®s health. In terms of interaction, there are various

aspects such as parent-child, parent-to-parent, child-rearing circles, and participation of
grandparents and fathers in child-rearing. Approximately 30% of public indoor playgrounds have
childcare counseling and support functions. They are located in public facilities, commercial
facilities, or independent facilities. They are also being combined with childcare support centers
and lifelong learning facilities.
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