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This study conducted a survey of kindergarten teachers® awareness of
rational considerations, from their awareness of rational considerations to specific childcare
practices. In addition, we clarified the actual situation of inclusive childcare, especially the
difficulties involved, and examined inclusive childcare in Japan by conducting a field survey of
inclusive childcare in New Zealand. We found that the image and difficulties of inclusive childcare
differ depending on the number of years of experience, and that the realization of inclusive
childcare requires the flexibility to change the way childcare is provided as needed while
respecting the culture of the preschool. In addition, both Japan and New Zealand have challenges in
realizing inclusive education and childcare during the academic learning period.
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