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An Examination of Responsive Student Teaching Practices to Children®s Narratives
in the Process of Disaster Trauma Recovery
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The Great East Japan Earthquake shattered the foundations of the children®s
sense of individual existence, including the sudden death of family members, the severing of
relationships with friends, and the loss of the landscape of their community and life history.
Teachers used narratives that included feelings that could not be verbalized, with the aid of
pedagogical methods such as painting, dioramas, physical expression, life spelling, and community
learning, to get at the inner workings of the children®s trauma. The key to responsive practice was
the teacher™s awareness of his or her own narrative, which led to a "self-internalization" (Hegel)
of the idea of educational practice. In other words, it created a "feeling of survival guilt"
(valent) in the helpers, which made them respect the child and make their understanding
multilayered. Being supported by teachers and peers rewrote the child®s narrative into a restorative

one.
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