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The cohort study on early support and special needs education for children with
social developmental difficulties
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We have conducted a cohort study of 435 infants and toddlers three times in
the past, with the support of the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research. During the study, we found
that observation of pretend play using the M-CHAT (Modified Infant Autism Checklist) during infant
health checkups was useful for early detection of children who need support, and also showed
findings that could be issues for support. We also surveyed parents of children at the school-age
stage with the SRS-2 (Social Responsiveness Scale) and SDQ (Child Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire). We have published the results of this research over three periods of 10 years (with
one year extension) at academic conferences and other events. We have also created educational DVDs

and distributed them to relevant local governments and researchers, and this term we have published
the results of our research in a publication to give back to the community.
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