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Organization of essential vocabulary and development of vocabulary instruction
in the elementary school level special needs education

OTOMO, Kiyoshi
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A questionnaire survey of expressive vocabulary, mainly verbs and

adjectives, was conducted on 75 school-aged children with intellectual disabilities. It was aimed to
reveal differences in expressive vocabulary with and without a diagnosis of autism spectrum

disorder (ASD), and to identify core vocabulary of children with intellectual disabilities. The
subjects were 75 children enrolled in the elementary school of a special support school. The number
of words increased significantly with the length of the word chain, and the number of adjectives
spontaneously expressed by children with ASD who produced chains of two or more words was
significantly lower than that of children without ASD. Of the 164 words surveyed, 32 words were
voluntarily produced by more than half of the children, and 110 words corresponded to such core
vocabulary.
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