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This research project provided meaningful ﬁedagogical support to Japanese
English teachers by establishing a blended community of practice that was customized to their own
specific needs. The integrated platform that the research team created supported informal collegial
learning and self-directed teacher development. The workshops and impromptu Zoom meetings that the
researchers spearheaded further solidified the bonds of the PLN members and enabled them to share
their concerns, teaching strategies, and lesson ideas. The research team plans to expand the
Japanese Teachers of English PLN project in the future and integrate it into a series of
professional development workshops which will be part of a proposed JSPS Kaken application.
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Sean Toland & Tony Cripps

Fostering ELLs creativity: Reflections from a PLN

TESOL Arabia International Conference 2023. Dubai, UAE.

2023

Sean Toland

* Cultivating ELLs’ critical thinking skills via multimodal projects

TESOL Arabia International Conference 2023. Dubai, UAE.

2023

Sean Toland

Practical pointers to help cultivate the creativity of English language learners

JALT PIE SIG Conference on Language Teaching and Feedback. Okinawa, Japan

2023

Sean Toland

Fostering English language learners creativity through role-playing activities

The 3rd Annual PIE SIG in Sapporo Conference 2023. Sapporo, Japan.

2023




Sean Toland

The 38th Annual JALT Hokkaido Winter Language Teaching Conference 2023. Sapporo, Japan

2023

Sean Toland, Tony Cripps, & Fern Sakamoto

Building an online professional learning network to support self-directed learning for EIL teachers

Practical strategies to cultivate English language learners’ creativity and critical thinking competencies

The 13th International Conference of English as a Lingua Franca National Cheng Kung University. Tainan, Taiwan.

2022

Sean Toland

Fostering ELLs’ critical thinking competencies via socially conscious multimodal projects

JALT 2022 International Conference. Fukuoka, Japan.

2022

Sean Toland

Cultivating teacher-directed professional development in an online PLN

ETA-ROC International Symposium on English Teaching and Book Fair. Taipei, Taiwan.

2022




Sean Toland & Tony Cripps

Fostering teacher development through an online professional learning network

Professional Learning Network Workshop. Nagoya, Japan.

2022

Sean Toland, Tony Cripps, & Fern Sakamoto

Facilitating teacher development through an online professional learning network

TESOL Arabia 26th International Conference and Exhibition. Dubai, UAE.

2022

Sean Toland & Tony Cripps

"Fostering teacher development through an online professional learning network

Professional Learning Network Workshop. Kagoshima & Nagoya, Japan.

2022

Sean Toland, Tony Cripps, & Fern Sakamoto

Establishing a professional learning network (PLN) for Japanese English teachers

JALT International Conference 2021. Shizuoka, Japan.

2021




Sean Toland, Tony Cripps, & Fern Sakamoto

Professional learning networks: Fostering self- directed teacher development.

Nanzan University: Extension College 2021 Teachers’ Workshop. Nagoya, Japan.

2021

Sean Toland

Cultivating English language learners’ creativity and critical thinking skills in an online environment

Nanzan University: Extension College 2021 Teachers’ Workshop. Nagoya, Japan.

2021

Sean Toland, Tony Cripps, & Fern Sakamoto

Enhancing EFL educators professional development in the twenty-first century

The 18th Asia TEFL 2020 International Conference. Seoul, South Korea.

2020

Sean Toland, Tony Cripps, & Fern Sakamoto

How can English teachers escape their ‘ egg cartons’ ?

JALT 2020 International Conference on Language Teaching and Learning. Tsukuba, Japan.

2020




Sean Toland, Tony Cripps, & Fern Sakamoto

Twenty-first century professional development: Strategies for success.

TESOL Arabia 25th International Conference and Exhibition. Abu Dhabi, UAE.

2020
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