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Mﬁntﬁl time travel in early childhood: Counterfactual thinking and future
thinking
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Thinking about the past and future beyond the "here and now" is called "
mental time travel." This thinking Is considered to be one of the characteristic human thoughts. In
this study, we focused on "counterfactual thinking," which is "past-oriented mental time travel,"
and examined the development of this thinking in early childhood. In addition, in response to the
spread of COVID-19 (December 2019-), we focused on executive function (the ability to control one's
thoughts and actions), which is the cognitive basis of mental time travel.
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