©
2019 2022

Cultural scripts in children®s storybooks and the mediating role of parents:
Comparisons among Japan, China and the U.S.
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This research compared American and Japanese children®s books in terms of
cultural story schemas. Overall,169 American books and 182 Japanese books were selected as popular
children®s books, based on recommendation lists by public libraries in each culture. As a result of
structured content analysis, American books were more likely to have a happy ending and to focus on
individuality than Japanese books. Japanese books included not only a happy ending but also a sad
ending such as death and separation. The books for older children tended to deal with more serious
themes in each culture, including diversity and anti-discrimination in American books, and war and
self-sacrifice in Japanese books.
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