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Development of linguistic understanding of emotions in early childhood and its
application to childcare and education
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The purpose of this study was to clarify the linguistic understanding of
emotion in terms of attentional control, acquisition of emotion words, and understanding of
uncertain others® emotional information, and to consider how to support the development of children
who need consideration. The results revealed the following main findings.

(1) Children with behavioral control difficulties had difficulty switching their attention to
emotional information. (2) There was a positive correlation between confidence of others® emotion,
understanding of others® emotions, and emotional control. (3) Children with communication
difficulties had difficulty in correctly evaluating the certainty of negative emotional words. (4)
It was considered necessary to focus on and cultivate the ability to attentional control and to
understand words that express certainty.
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