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Psychological support model for persons driven from their hometown by complex of
natual and man-made disasters
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deep experiencing

The _hometown loss experience through the construction of an interim storage
facility (ISF) for radioactive waste in Okuma town, Fukushima, should be described as a "structural
hometown loss®. It was an unprecedented experience, a ‘ deep experiencing’ , in which the connection

between life and time within the self was undermined. The residents of Okuma town had a strong
desire to prevent their hometown from becoming a final disposal site and called for a broad
discussion to be provoked throughout Japan. The only way to achieve this wish was to get communities
other than Okuma to accept radioactive waste. However, the residents of other communities would
strongly oppose the construction of such a site. In addition, given the principle of centralised
storage of radioactive waste, it would not be appropriate to move the waste from the Okuma ISF.
Unless this dilemma is resolved, the psychological distress of Okuma residents may continue.
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