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Ethnographic study of related factors of maltreatment tendencies in mothers
raising infants

Kasuga, Yumi
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This study examined the background to women®s maltreatment tendencies among
mothers caring for infants. Interviews and a literature review were conducted and the following
results were obtained. (1) Childcare difficulties were considered to be the mothers® own feelings
towards their children, while childcare anxiety was considered to be the mothers®™ own vague anxiety
about childcare. (2) Mothers with a tendency towards maltreatment were thought to be motivated by
feelings of not having enough time and children can do it but don"t, and were characterised by not
being honest with others about their problems and idealising good parenting. (3) It was considered
possible that mothers with maltreatment tendencies were relationship-oriented, had unpleasant
feelings on a daily basis and were conflicted about their eldest child.
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