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Future Prospects for Multidisciplinary Collaborative Teams in Psychological
Appraisal of Criminal Cases
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Interdisciplinary team

There have been few opportunities for psychologists and social workers to
collaborate in providing entry-level support to criminal defendants, but in cases where the issue is
whether the defendant should be given a suspended sentence or a prison sentence, an assessment that
takes advantage of the strengths of both professionals is required. Therefore, we examined the
possibility of creating an interdisciplinary team similar to that of the Public Defender"s
Interdisciplinary Team in the U.S. in Japan.

As a result, it was clarified that, based on the shared perspectives of "multidisciplinary and
multiorganizational cooperation and collaboration,” "rights protection practice,” and 'community
welfare,” future issues to be addressed include the sharing of research results and practical
knowledge, trial and accumulation of collaborative practice cases, and establishment of a financial
foundation to make a multidisciplinary collaborative team viable.
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