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Geomagnetic field intensity variation over the past 400 years
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To determine variations in the intensity of the Earth"s magnetic field over
the past 400 years, lava samples collected from the island of Reunion in the southern Indian Ocean
were measured using the Thellier method. Samples taken from the upper or lower clinkers of the lavas

are suitable for determining geomagnetic field intensities, and past geomagnetic field intensities
were determined at 10 of the 12 sites according to strict criteria using temperature intervals
determined from prior thermal demagnetization. The geomagnetic field intensities at Reunion Island
are consistent with the ARCH spherical harmonic model, and the geomagnetic fields of Europe, the
southern Indian Ocean, and East Asia can be reconstructed with a single reliable model.
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