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Planning methodology for depopulating cities - Alignment of policy in zoning,
land banking and vacant property management
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This study analﬁzes the handling of vacant property, which is a challenge
for declining urban populations, from the perspectives of land use policy, land ownership
consolidation, and vacant land management techniques, taking Rust Belt cities in the United States
as a case study. The results reveal the importance of coordination between vacant property ownership

consolidation and land use policies. In Detroit, it became clear that the city land bank, which
owned the transfer of tax-delinquent properties that had been converted to public ownership,
collaborated with the city"s urban planning department on the disposition (sale, retention, etc.) of

owned properties. Specifically, the City"s Urban Planning Department has developed and implemented
a revitalization strategy for a specific district that integrates public space improvement with
housing supply and vacant land management through the disposition of Land Bank-owned properties,
with the goal of stabilizing the population.
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