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The identity of Italian architecture was not its historicism but rather
eclecticism. This eclectic approach was one of accommodation and diversity, of the tolerance of
complexity and contradiction in architecture and the encouragement of purposeful originality in
design, be it in structure. Gothic architecture appeared in the prosperous independent city-states
of Italy in the 13th century. In fact, unlike in other regions of Europe, it did not replace
Romanesque architecture. Italian architects preferred to keep the traditional designs established in

the previous centuries, but they actively used the technical innovations of French Gothic. The
Gothic style was first introduced into Florence in the end of mid-13th century. As seen in Santa
Maria Novella in Florence, the deep spiritual mode was taken up most widely and intensely by the
spiritual leaders of Italy, the mendicants, who were part of an international movement that was a
major force in the late Gothic architecture in general.
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