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Solar panel installations considering forest conservation in rural areas

Itaya, Akemi
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In Mie Prefecture, large-scale solar panels were installed at 2,521
locations between 2015 and 2016, and at an additional 5,121 locations between 2016 and 2021. When
solar panel installation locations overlapped with pre-FIT land cover/use, many solar panels were
installed in forests during both periods. In addition, 0.39 km2 of solar panels overlapped with
landslide-prone areas in 2015-2016 and 0.96 km2 in 2016-2021. When we identified effective locations

for solar panel installation and overlaid the installed solar panels, we found that 30 to 40% were
installed in low-priority locations.
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Confirming the safety and site suitability of large ground-mounted solar panels installed in hilly and mountainous areas in
Mie, Japan

Joint International Symposium on Sustainable Forest Ecosystem Management (SFEM) - Local Communities and Sustainability -

2023




