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An economic analysis on the whole and interactions between actors in food supply
chain of seafood ecolabel
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This study analyzed the Japanese seafood ecolabelling with a focus on the
interactions between actors in the food chain and the whole. The Analysis between fishers and
distributors indicated that fisheries certification for MSC and foreign CoC certification for MEL
were bottlenecks for Japan’ s seafood exports. Analysis between distributors and consumers showed
that Japanese consumers have a positive WTP for seafood eco-labelling, but no significant price
premium was found in retail stores, suggesting that retailers adopt a non-price strategy. The
analysis of the entire food chain showed that, in addition to fishermen, public authorities also
bear the costs and efforts for collecting and maintaining stock assessment information, and that
this aspect needs to be taken into account when assessing the effectiveness of eco-labelling.
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