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The purpose of the present study was to investigate the effect of ligands
for toll-like receptors in order to clarify the anorexigenic mechanism induced by infection 1n
chicks. First, it was found that zymosan, resiquimod and flagellin induce anorexia in chicks.
Second, mast cell and nitric oxide (NO) are related to the decrease in food intake in chicks,

although NO did not mediate the anorexia induced by TLR ligand. Finally, thyroid hormone was found
to be a candidate to mediate the effect of TLR ligand in the brain of chicks.
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