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Using vrious model organisms should be beneficial to elucidate the complex
control mechanisms of human pain. However, it has been largely unclear whether and to what extent
the pain signaling control mechanisms found in the central nervous system of humans and mammals are
conserved in non-mammalian animals. Using powerful neurogenetic experimental tools in the fruit
flies (Drosophila melanogaster), this study has successfully identified the presence of descending
nociceptive control mechanisms in the Drosophila brain, which play an important role in pain control

of mammals including humans.
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