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About 80% of pleural mesothelioma (PM) start with pleural effusions, and
thus detection of tumor cells by effusion cytology is important. However, discriminating PM cells
from reactive mesothelial cells (RMC) is sometimes challenging. This study revealed that application

of genomic-based ancillary assays to effusion cytology (cell blocks) enables to determine
neoplastic nature of PM cells, which distinguishes PM cells from RMC. Moreover, application of FISH
assays increases sensitivity of discrimination of PM cells from RMC.
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