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Identification of a novel human herpesvirus 6B entry mediated molecule
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Human herpesvirus 6B (HHV-6B) is a T-lymphotropic virus and the etiological
agent of exanthem subitum. HHV-6B primarily propagates in T cells because its entry receptor, CD134,
is mainly expressed by activated T cells. The virus then spreads to the host’ s organs, including
the salivary glands, nervous system, and liver. However, CD134 expression is not detected in these
organs. Therefore, HHV-6B may be entering cells via a currently unidentified cell surface molecule,

but the mechanisms for this have not yet been investigated. In this study, we investigated a
CD134-independent virus entry mechanism in the parotid-derived cell line. We determined that nectin
cell adhesion molecule 2 (nectin-2) mediated virus entry.
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