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MASP-3 circulates in an active form and forms a complex with recognition
molecules of the lectin complex pathway (LP PRMs) in vivo, but its immunological significance is
unknown. In this study, four types of mutant recombinant mice MASP-3 (rmMASP-3), which lack the
ability to form a complex with LP PRMs, and wild-type rmMASP-3 were administered to mice, and their
activation kinetics in vivo were investigated.

As a result, it was found that both of them rapidly changed to the activated forms in the
circulation. However, the mutant rmMASP-3 was cleared from the circulation earlier than the wild
type rmMASP-3. From these results, it was shown that the complex formation of MASP-3 with LP PRMs is

required for the maintenance of MASP-3 in vivo.
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