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Toxoplasma gondii is an obligate intracellular protozoan parasite, causing
opportunistic infection in approximately one third of the world population. Vertical transmission
can cause severe damages to the fetus, while Toxoplasma reactivation in immunocompromised
individuals can render debilitating effects. In addition, T. gondii is a neurotropic parasite
causing various neuropsychiatric disorders. There is no cure for Toxoplasma chronic infection, thus
development of safer and more effective treatment is desired.

Hypericum spp. are plant species well-known for their medicinal properties. These plant species
have long been used in folk medicines worldwide. This study investigated anti-Toxoplasma potential
of _two Hypericum spp., namely H. erectum and H. perforatum, and found that H. perforatum and its
unique active constituent Hyperforin are potentially effective against Toxoplasma chronic infection.
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