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Regulation of pancreatic cancer progression by targeting Hic-5, a
TGF-beta-inducible adaptor expressed in cancer-stroma.
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Alteration in the density of extracellular matrix (ECM) occurs in the tumor
stroma. We have previously demonstrated that Hydrogen peroxide-inducible clone-5 (Hic-5) was
strongly induced in CAFs found in human colorectal cancer and responsible for generating a
tumor-promoting stroma. In this study, we focused on pancreatic cancer which is characterized by a
dense stromal response, and investigated the contribution of Hic-5 to pancreatic cancer development
through regulation of cancer stromal phenotype using a mouse model of pancreatic cancer.
Furthermore, we clarified the involvement of Hic-5 in pancreatic fibrosis, which is considered to be

one of the causes of pancreatic cancer resistance to treatment.
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