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Development of a new therapy to target the dormant cancer stem cell in patients
with hepatocellular carcinoma
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In recent times, “cancer stem cells" have been identified. Because cancer
stem cells are believed to exist in the dormant phase (GO phase), they are highly resistant to
anticancer drugs and irradiation and are the primary cause of treatment resistance. Thus, the
induction of quiescent cancer stem cells into the normal cell cycle will result in effective cancer
therapy. We discovered that BEX2 plays a vital role in maintaining quiescence in liver cancer. We
have also identified a compound that reduces BEX2 expression, leading to increased sensitivity to
anticancer drugs.
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