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Basic research to elucidate the function of the novel cytokine IL-38 and
development of new therapeutic agents
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A model of acute lung injury caused by bleomycin (BLM) was created and
compared between the control and IL-38KO mouse groups, with the expectation that the degree of lung
injury would be stronger than usual in the IL-38KO group.

BLM 20 p g was administered intratracheally, and cell count and fractionation measurements of BAL

fluid on Day 21 and serum IL-38, TNFa , TGFB , IL-4, IL13, IL-18, IL-1b, IL-17, IL-38, IL-13, IL-18,
IL-1b, and IL-17 were measured. No significant differences were observed between the WT and IL38KO

groups. However, the degree of inflammatory cell infiltration in the IL-38KO group was slightly less
than that in the WT group.
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