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The research questions of this study were to establish a new minimally
invasive method to predict the progression of cardiac allograft vasculopathy which is a complication
that affects the long-term prognosis after heart transplantation: (1) microvascular changes by
myocardial biopsy, and (2) analysis of recipient cell straying into the coronary artery vessel wall
within transplant myocardial tissue, and (3) Peripheral vascular endothelial function testing as
assessed by flow-mediated vasodilation response testing of the recipient”s brachial artery.
Regarding the main objective (3), we found that the evaluation of endothelial function by
flow-mediated vasodilatation test in the brachial artery in post-heart transplant patients can
predict the progression of cardiac allograft vasculopathy in post-heart transplant patients, and we
are ready for submission for publication.
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