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This study aims to elucidate the immune escape mechanism of thymic
epithelial cells (TET) and to develop the use of immune checkpoint inhibitor (ICI) for TETs.
Quantitative immunostaining analysis of TET subtypes (A, AB, B1, B2, B3, C) and tumor infiltrating
Iymphocytes (TIL) revealed that the expression intensity and ratio of PDL1, CD8, FOXP3 differed by
subtype. We found that this is related to the malignancy and prognosis of TET. FACS analysis of
fresh specimens revealed that TETs contained more effector T reg (FOXP3highCD45RA-) than normal
thymus. The above results suggest that the ICI effect may differ depending on the TET subtype and
the degree of intra-tumoral Treg.
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