©
2019 2021

New Therapeutic Strategy for Lung Cancer with Interstitial Lung Diseases
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Fibroblast Activation Protein (FAP) is known to be expressed on the cell
surface of activated fibroblasts and is recognized as one of the markers of activated fibroblasts,
along with alpha-smooth muscle actin. Recently, it is reported that fibroblasts expressing FAP are
responsible for tissue fibrosis by secreting and/or breaking down extra-cellular matrix. In this
study, we investigated the relationship between FAP expression and clinical course by using
surgically resected tissue samples obtained from lung cancer patients with interstitial lung
diseases. We showed the possibility that the treatment targeting FAP-positive cells might be useful
for interstitial lung diseases and lung cancers.
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