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EMS development model in low- and middle-income countries: application of
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We described the benefits of an emergency care system in Thailand in which a
primary health care framework has been applied. Our study indicated that using volunteers can
improve access to first-aid in areas far from hospitals and expand the area covered by the emergency
medical services system as demonstrated in a pioneering case study in Khon Kaen Province. In
addition, in Viet Nam, access to emergency care for patients with cardiopulmonary arrest and stroke
(resuscitation by witnesses and time from onset to arrival at the hospital, respectively) was
analyzed. Furthermore, a qualitative analysis to compare emergency medical services systems in six
Asian countries showed the importance of the establishment of the national lead agency, legislation,
stable budget allocation, and community participation as essential elements for the development of

appropriate emergency systems.
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