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A periodontopathogen, Porphyromonas gingivalis, has two different pili
called Fim pili and Mfa pili. We have previously shown that FimA and Mfal, the major component
proteins of their pili, are secreted as lipoproteins and polymerized when their N-termini are
degraded by arginine-specific proteinases on the cell surface. However, mechanism(s) of their
secretion onto the cell surface remained unclear. In this study, we tried to reveal the mechanisms
involved in the transport from the inner membrane to the outer membrane and their secretion onto the

cell surface by using the FimA protein.
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