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Association between oral bacteria and oral cancer metastasis
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Nucleic acids were collected from histopathologically positive and negative
metastatic lymph nodes to determine whether bacterial 16S rDNA was present in metastatic lymph
nodes. The expression of 16S rDNA was observed in only one of the five negative cases and in four of

the five positive cases. The correlation between histopathological diagnosis of positive or
negative metastasis and 16S rDNA expression was examined, and the accuracy, sensitivity, and
specificity were 69.2%, 57.1%, and 83.3%, respectively. No 16s rDNA of bacterial origin was detected
in the primary lesions.
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