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Development of a model for a cancer counseling support network with the
participation of peer supporters

Takedomi, Yumiko
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This study was conducted through interviews with peer supporters, cancer
counselors, and patients at a community cancer care base hospital and a regional general counseling
support center. Peer support was provided both within the hospital and in the community according to

patients® needs, and counselors and peer supporters collaborated to connect patients with
professionals and resources within and outside the hospital. The regional counseling support center
also collaborated with both counselors and peer supporters to provide listening, support for
continuing treatment, information, and long-term and regular counseling. The patients who received
support from the regional counseling support center exhibited positive psychosocial changes from the
time of diagnosis to the long term, influenced by the support from various sources, including
counselors and peer supporters. We propose a model of counseling and support that includes peer
support.
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