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Survey on the recovery process and sense of recovery among victims after storm
and flood damage

Watanabe, Tomoe
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The purpose of this study was to identify what factors influence victims®
sense of recovery after storm and flood damage. Eight storm and flood victims and seven nursing
professionals who provided support were interviewed about victims’ sense of recovery after storm
and flood damage. It was found that the following factors influenced victims’ sense of recovery
both positively and negatively: whether or not they can rebuild their homes, the existence of
hazards, changes in their human relationships, and the nature and extent of government support. When

providing support to victims, considerations should be given to the status of home reconstruction,
the state of hazard response in the community, and the need to support the rebuilding of human
relationships and daily lives especially for those who have moved to a new location. It is also
necessary to understand local characteristics and promote self-help and mutual aid among disaster
victims.
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