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Development of a support model for “preparation for bereavement and loss™ for
families of cancer patients

Ando, Shoko
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This study clarified eight factors of nursing support related to preparation
for "bereavement and loss" for families of cancer patients from a nationwide survey of ward nurses
and cancer counselors. The eight factors are: 1. support for understanding the patient"s prognosis,
2. support for choosing a place of recuperation, 3. support for bereavement procedures and
post-bereavement grief, 4. Support for strengthening the relationship between family and patient. 5.
Support that cares for the family and brings a sense of security and trust. 6. Support that
considers the family"s grief reactions and prepares an environment that listens and engages. 8.
Support that allows the family to say goodbye sufficiently at the time of bereavement.
It was suggested that nurses® communication skills, consultation with certified/specialized nurses,
cooperation with cancer counselors/ medical social workers, and collaboration with doctors are
important for improving the support.
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