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the role of vascular smooth muscle cell autophagy against diabetes related

atherosclerosis
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Diabetes is an independent risk factor for cardiovascular disease. Autophagy

dysfunction may contribute to the onset and progression of atherosclerosis in diabetic condition.
In this study, we demonstrated that streptozotocin induced diabetic smooth muscle cells specific
autophagy dysfunction mice fed with high phosphorus diet and administered with vitamin D had more
aortic calcified lesion than control diabetic mice. Based on the possible implication of smooth
muscle autophagy, the induction of autophagy may be a potential therapeutic strategy against the

progression of aortic calcification.
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