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Developing a Kansei Robot to Improve the Rhythm in Daily Life of the Elderly
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To solve the shortage of elderly caregivers in Japan, the priority areas to
which robot technology is to be introduced In nursing care place have been determined by METI and
MHLW. One such development is a life aid device using robot technology for communicating with the
elderly. In this study, we have developed a communication robot "advice robot™ that encourages and
suggests actions to elderly users, such as having a meal, taking a bath, or taking medicine.

IT the affective expressions of the robot are weak or lacking, some elderly users may not be able to
understand or follow the robot’ s suggestions. In this study, we developed a facial expression
generation method using onomatopoeia and an emotion expression technique based on cartoon drawing to
express various emotion of the robot.
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