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The study aims to develop an intelli?ent agent that facilitates interaction
among participants in online discussions. We achieved the following results: we developed a rule
setting support system that allows for declaratively defining rules to capture various discussion
situations with different abstractions and time scales as well as to present advice including
stimulation for emotional aspects according to the situation; we developed a discussion support
framework equipped with a multimodal information processing mechanism to process interaction
information in real-time; we developed a prototype system based on the discussion support framework
and validated the feasibility of the discussion support agent.
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