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In this study, water quality was observed in urban rivers, natural rivers,
and irrigation drainage networks in order to elucidate the mechanism of water purification function
of wetlands in Monsoon Asia. The results showed that EC value of urban rivers and irrigation
drainage area was about the same in the rainy season, but in the dry season, EC of urban rivers was
about two times higher than that of irrigation drainage area. Urban rivers in Laos receive both
domestic wastewater and rainwater runoff, which is thought to dilute the water quality load to about

twice as much during the rainy season as during the dry season. On the other hand, EC of wastewater
from irrigated drainage areas was almost constant with small fluctuations throughout the year. This
may be due to the dilution effect of drainage from rice paddies during the dry season.
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