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In Sub-Saharan Africa, the increase in secondar¥ and higher education
enrolment rates and the rural-social migration accelerated after the policy of free primary
education in the mid-1990s. This study conducted life-history interviews and participant observation

in rural areas, regional cities, and metropolitan areas in Uganda and Kenya to investigate the life
course strategies of educated women from rural areas ranging in age from 20 to 39 in this context.
The results revealed qualitative aspects of the reality of late marriages and life course
difficulties in urban areas, mainly by describing their subjective valuations of (1) their temporary
stay in the urban informal sector, (2) their situation regarding their choice of spouse and (3)
their relationship with their rural families and relatives.
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