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We compare the Japanese railway heritage with that of the UK regarding
tourism. The UK provides an advantage over Japan in the number and service level of retired power
vehicles and cars preserved in working conditions. Also, volunteers have engaged in the UK"s
heritage railways®™ management and operation tasks. This condition leads to the fact that tourists
and local people find them worth keeping. As the UK brought the railway system to Japan, they are
similar in the system and buildings. For example, the exterior design of the Marunouchi building of
Tokyo Station resembles that of the UK buildings in those days. On the other hand, there is the
possibility of reusing the discontinued railways in Japan as regional tourism resources or
working-conditioned preservations. The management or operation by volunteers plays a vital role in
activating heritage tourism through railways rather than tourism policy or tourism transport policy
at the outset.
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