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The study on the model for tourism promotion and economic effects based *
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In this study, the functions of “ Michi-no-Eki” as a “ Gateway” or “

Regional center” were verified nationwide. The status and issues of utilization of the facility as
a “ disaster prevention center” and the current status of “ Michi-no-Eki” for crisis management
were clarified through field surveys and interviews with station managers and staff. In addition, we
verified whether “ Michi-no-Eki” can develop community business as a regional platform, based on
the theoretical model of network externalities. These research results were presented at conferences

and published in papers. During this study, we visited 602 “ roadside stations” throughout Japan,
of which 14 were “ disaster-prevention roadside stations.
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