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Cotton was actively cultivated after its introduction to Japan in the 16th
century. However due to the properties of the fiber, it was unsuitable for mechanized spinning and
so it declined after the Meiji period, along with hand spinning and hand weaving in homes, which had

been the centers of textile production up to that time. This study examines the history of cotton
and cotton processing methods; clarifies the characteristics of cotton cloth made by hand through
the processes of cultivation, spinning into yarn, weaving, and dyeing; and discusses textile culture
after the decline of cotton and the potential for weaving handspun cotton on a loom developed for
home use. Further, it seeks and proposes methods to promote opportunities for the public to learn
about the joys and meanings of weaving.
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