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This study develops the retributive theory of punishment from the standpoint
of the "expressive theory of retribution,”™ which demands punishments in order to express the
dignity of victims which was violated by criminal acts. Especially, this study analyses the concept
of dignity which the expressive theory of retribution postulates, and clarifies the difference
between retributive punishment and revenge, and considers what forms of punishment are appropriate
to express the dignity of the victims, showing that legal corporal punishment, which is generally
criticized on humanitarian grounds, can be morally justified.
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