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This research philologically analyzes Nibbana-related words in the

Suttanipata and other early Buddhist suttas. My findings were compared with interpretations of the
Commentaries. As a result, a new understanding was suggested: The sutta authors, unlike the authors
of the Commentaries, often times do not intend to differentiate between Nibbana in the present life
and Nibbana at and after the end of life.

While people were mostly concerned with the afterlife and connected liberation to the end of life,
the Suttanipata and other early suttas sometimes emphasize that Nibbana can be attained during one”
s lifetime and sometimes do not express the time of Nibbana. In the latter case, the interpretation
of Nibbana was left upon the listeners. This notion among people since early days was seemingly
applied to the early Buddhist artifacts around 3 - 2 centuries B.C.
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